CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

pressed with the seriousness of the Hebrews
and Christians which contrasted strongly
with the indifference of the heathen Arabs.
The Arab was familiar with the conception
of an almighty God, and this idea had not
been obscured by the worship of trees,
stones, fire and the heavenly bodies: but his
reverence for this God was somewhat im-
personal and he felt no instinct to approach
Him, unless he had some hopes or fears to
satisfy. The idea of a reckoning between
man and God was alien to the Arab mind.
Christian and Jewish influence became
operative upon Muhammed with reference
to this special point. The idea of the day
of judgment, when an account of earthly
deeds and misdeeds will be required, when
the joys of Paradise will be opened to the
good and the bad will be cast into the fiery
abyss, such was the great idea, which sud-
denly filled Muhammed's mind and dispelled
the indifference begotten of routine and
stirred his mental powers.
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